Did you know?

The estimated average roof size of a
Delaware County home is 1,800 square feet.
With one inch of rainfall, a roof that size
produces [,077 gallons of usable water.

Delaware County, Ohio averages 37 inches
of precipitation per year, which results in the
average home contributing 41,469 gallons of
water annually going down the drain. Take
action and install a rain barrel system!

The Delaware SWCD does not endorse any
one rain barrel manufacturer or retailer. It is
recommended you compare rain barrel styles
and prices at your local garden center, home
retail stores, or shop on-line to find the rain
barrel that best fits your home’s needs.
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Helping You Help the Land




By collecting rain exiting a roof during spring
and summer and storing it in a rain barrel,
homeowners can create an alternative supply
that won’t tax water supplies or increase water
bills. Because rainwater doesn’t contain the
minerals found in wells or chlorine found in
municipal supplies, it’s ideal for watering the
lawn, trees, flowerbeds, and indoor plants.
Rain barrels reduce the amount of water
rushing into the stream or river during a rain
storm. It is important to keep as much
rainwater as possible

on your lot. By doing

so, you prevent the

rain water from

flowing over hard

surfaces such as roads

and driveways, picking

up pollutants, and

flooding and eroding a

waterway.

Tips for Using Rain Barrels
e Do not use collected water for drinking,

cooking or bathing.

Keep the lid secure so children or animals
cannot fall into the barrel.

Disconnect the barrel during winter months
to avoid freezing and the constant overflow
during the rainiest months.

If a moss killer has been used on the roof,
let a couple of rainfall events go by before
collecting roof runoff.




