Final Hearing Report
Hidden Springs Condominium
Drainage Petition per Ohio Revised Code Sec. 6131
July 7, 2023

This report has been prepared for the final hearing on a drainage petition filed by the Hidden
Springs Condominium on May 4, 2018. The petition was signed by 6 individuals representing 6
of the 160 units within the condominium.

The general location and course of the requested improvements are quoted from the petition
as follows:

In Delaware County, Orange Twp. in Hidden Springs Condominium recorded
covenants, easements, restrictions, assessments for liens and generally following
the existing course and terrain of the improvement as shown on exhibits A, B, E, F
and amendment six.

The following is the nature of the work petitioned:
To repair, replace or alter the existing improvements as required and to maintain these

improvements per the engineer plans and attached exhibits A, B, E, F and amendment
Six.

Petition Process

This petition has been submitted according to section 6131 of the Ohio Revised Code, which
authorizes the County Commissioners to act on behalf of benefited property owners to make
drainage improvements as requested by the petitioners. Should the commissioners find in
favor of the petition, the existing storm water drainage system will be placed on the Delaware
County Drainage Maintenance program in perpetuity per section 6137 of The Ohio Revised
Code. The special maintenance assessments that follow this action would appear on each
property’s tax duplicate semi-annually. The Cost of maintenance would average 2% to 5%
annually of the current value of construction costs, and is divided equally among the benefiting
properties.

The decision to approve a petition project is a 3-step process. First, a viewing of the proposed
drainage petition is conducted for the Commissioners to familiarize themselves with the site.
The commissioners conducted the viewing for this project on August 20, 2018. Next, a
preliminary hearing is held to consider the initial feasibility and benefit of the request. This
hearing was held October 25, 2018. At this first hearing, the Commissioners found in favor of
the petition. They requested the Delaware County Engineer and the Delaware Soil and Water
Conservation District to proceed with the detailed inspection and assessment of the storm



water system, the development of engineering plans and specifications, and the development
of the schedule of assessments. It is this information that is before the Board of Commissioners
at this second and final hearing.

Existing Conditions

The Delaware Soil and Water Conservation District performed an inventory and evaluation of
the existing storm water drainage system. The system generally appears to have been installed
and is functioning per the original engineering plans. Several areas will require minor repairs
once the project is accepted onto the County Drainage Maintenance Program.

e The removal of brush and vegetation will be necessary along the open channel
especially in the area of the retention pond outlet structure.
e Storm lines will require jet cleaning due to the accumulation of grit and debris.

This work is estimated to cost $6,000. This will necessitate an initial 2% maintenance
assessment collection.

The existing retention pond will be maintained for storm water functionality only. Aesthetic
maintenance will remain the responsibility of the Hidden Springs Condominium Association.

Maintenance and Construction Cost Estimate

The annual maintenance assessment for each of the properties would be estimated as follows:

Estimated current value of original improvement: $ 436,139.53
Per unit share of original improvement cost (based on 160 units): S 2,725.87

The annual maintenance assessment per lot is calculated by multiplying the per unit share of
the original improvement cost by the percentage to be collected. For the initial 2% collection,
this produces a per unit annual maintenance assessment of $54.50.



Recommendations

Based on all of the information gathered for this petition request, | believe the project should
proceed. It is my opinion that the benefits of the proposed petition exceed the estimated
maintenance costs and would be conducive to the public welfare.

Should the Board of Commissioners choose to move forward with this project and affirm the
order to proceed, | would request a separate resolution that the Hidden Springs Condominium
be accepted into the Delaware County Drainage Maintenance Program and that the schedule of
assessments be approved and confirmed as submitted. 1 would also request that a 2%
collection rate be certified to the Delaware County Auditor for special assessments for the
Hidden Springs Condominium to begin in January 2025.

If the Board of Commissioners chooses to dismiss the petition, | would recommend a resolution
reflecting that decision and that the costs for the proceedings, including the costs incurred by
the Board of Commissioners, the County Engineer, and the Delaware Soil and Water
Conservation District in making the reports and schedules be distributed to the benefiting
property owners in the same ratio as determined in the final estimated assessments presented
at this hearing.
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